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to within a few feet of the. track. The men on the train
secured any shelter possible behind the transported goods,
and blazed away furiously. Brisk skirmishes and oppor-
tunities to display marksmanship occurred nearly every
day to relieve the tedium of swinging hammer, pick-axe
and shovel. Major North happened to be attacked in this
way one day, though the enemy were unaware of his
presence. But they were so dismayed at the spirited recep-
tion that they received that they broke and fled, with North
in pursuit. He chased them for hours, and inflicted such
losses that the tribe surrendered. A few days later a large
number of the vanquished enlisted under the railway-
builder's banner, assisted in the building of the grade, and
became law-abiding citizens.
There was one point which was a tempting prixe to the
Cheyennes. This was a depot 372 miles west of Omaha.
Its safety was entrusted to North's friendly Indians, and
they proved too watchful to enable a raid to be made with
success. The Cheyennes were determined to secure its
capture, and, quietly gathering reinforcements, one day
made a supreme attempt to rush it with a thousand men.
It was a desperate battle that ensued, but the defenders,
being entrenched, secured the advantage, and after fighting
desperately for several hours were left in possession of the
hundreds of tons of supplies.
These tactics had to be pursued for some 500 miles, but
the engineers in time became wearied at the daily round
of working and fighting. Besides, they were approaching
the Rocky Mountains, where the physical difficulties would
be so great as to demand their entire concentration in order
to lift the metals over an obstacle 8000 feet above the sea.
It was realised, also, that the broken slopes would give the
Indians every advantage to prosecute their guerrilla warfare
to distinct advantage. The outlook was so depressing that
a halt was called. The situation was urged upon the
Government, and, as a result, General Grant decided to
interview the Indians in person, with a view to placating
them. He made a hazardous and exciting journey along